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The idea of God as a “Great Architect” 
predates speculative Freemasonry: here 
reproduced from the Bible Moralisée, circa 
1250.
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F r o m  t h e 
E a s t
A few words to the Brethren 
from our Worshipful Master 
Edgar T. Bajada

Brethren of Suisun Lodge No. 55,

One of the greatest strengths of our 
fraternity is it’s stability throughout the 
years.  There has been many challenges. 
With encouragements and guidance of 
some Brethren, including some Past 
Masters, I made it to the East. I am proud 
and honored to serve as the Master of 
the Lodge.   I thank them sincerely.

As any other organization, our Lodge is 
faced with variety of challenges. This 
year, our Secretary, Brother Robert 
Barrett had to leave the office because 
of health issues.  Brother Robert Barrett 
held the position of Secretary for so 
many years and he handled his duties 
faithfully and proudly. His vacating this 
position is a big void in the management 
in the Lodge.

Brother Dennis Kalis, PM stood up to fill 
up the vacancy of the Secretary. Brother 
Dennis is a good example of living out 
one of the virtuous principle of our 
Mason brotherhood, “I will aid and 

assist all distress worthy brother Master 
Masons.” Brother Dennis relieved 
my distress in finding the right and 
responsible person to fill the job. Doing 
so, helped the Lodge as a whole.

Edgar t. Bajada
Master of Suisun Lodge No. 55, 2019
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Above: The Masonic Chart

Print by Currier and Ives, 1876 
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This month we explore the 
symbolism of HA and the 
ceremony of the Master Mason 
Degree.

During the ceremony of the Third Degree, 
which is so well named the Sublime 
Degree, you can hardly fail to have been 
deeply impressed by the Tragedy of HA. 
To understand it, and to appreciate to the 
full its profound richness of meaning, is 
something that will remain with you as 
long as you live. It is first of all important 
to understand that, the Drama of HA is a 
ritualistic drama. We all know what a drama 
is. It is a conflict between a man and other 
men or between a man and other forces, 
resulting in a crisis in which his fate or 
fortune lies at stake. The crisis, or problem, 
is followed by a solution or resolution. If it 
turns out in favor of the man the drama is 
a comedy, in the true and original meaning 
of that word as a happy ending. If it turns 
against him, and as a result he becomes 
a victim or a sufferer, it means that the 
drama is a tragedy.

By drama in either sense I do not refer to 
plays as they are acted on the stage, which 
are not dramas at all, but representations 
of dramas. I refer to drama as it occurs in 
our own lives, to every one of us, and in our 
daily experience. The only reason for our 
interest in reading or seeing stage plays is 
because they mirror the drama in which in 
real life we ourselves are the actors.

But the ceremony of HA. is not only a 
drama, it is a ritualistic drama, and the 
major emphasis should be placed on the 
word” ritualistic”. What is a ritual? It is 
a set of fixed ceremonies which address 
themselves to the human spirit solely 
through the imagination. A play in the 
theatre may be built round some historical 
figure or some historical event, as in the 
case of Shakespeare’s plays about the 
English Kings and about Macbeth or 
Hamlet. And if the figures and events are 
not actually historical, they are supposed 
to be, so that the facts of time, place and 
individual identity are of some importance 
to it. 

A ritualistic drama, on the other hand, does 
not pay any heed to historical individuals, 
times or places. It moves wholly in the 
realms of the spirit, where time, space and 
particular individuals are ignored. The clash 
of forces, the crises and fates of the human 
spirit alone enter into it, and they hold true 
of all men, everywhere, regardless of who 
they are, or where and when they are.

Since the Drama of HA is ritualistic, it is a 
mistake to accept it as history. There was 
a HA history, but our Third Degree is not 
interested in him. Its sole concern is with 
a HA, who is a symbol of the human soul, 

E m b l e m s  o f 
t h e  C r a f t
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that is, its own HA. If, therefore, you have 
been troubled with the thought that some 
of the events of this Drama could not 
possibly have ever happened, you can cease 
to be troubled. It is not meant that they 
ever happened in ancient history, but that 
they are symbols of what is happening in 
the life of every man. For the same reason 
it is an inexcusable blunder to treat it as a 
mere mock tragedy. Savage peoples employ 
initiation ceremonies as an ordeal to test 
the nerve and courage of their young 
men, but Freemasonry is not savage. Boys 
in school often employ ragging, which 
is horse-play caricature of the savage 
ceremonial ordeals, but Freemasonry is 
not juvenile. The exemplification of our 
ritualistic drama is sincere, solemn and 
earnest. He who takes it trivially betrays a 
shallowness of soul which makes him unfit 
ever to become a Mason.

HA is the acted symbol of the human soul, 
yours, mine, any man’s. The work he was 
engaged to supervise is the symbol of the 
work you and I have in the supervision, 
organization and direction of our lives 
from birth to death. The enemies he met 
are none other than the symbols of those 
lusts and passions which in our own 
breasts, or in the breasts of others, make 
war on our characters and our lives. His 
fate is the same fate that befalls every man 
who becomes a victim to those enemies, to 
be interrupted in one’s work, to be made 
outcast from the lordship (or mastership) 
over one’s own self, and, at the end, to 
become buried under all manner of rubbish 
-which means defeat, disgrace, misery and 
scorn. 

The manner in which he was raised from 
that dead level to that living perpendicular 
again is the same manner by which any 
man, if it happens at all, rises from self-
defeat to self-mastery. And the Sovereign 
Great Architect, by the power of whose 
word HA was raised, is that same God in 
whose arms we ourselves forever lie, and 
whose mighty help we also need to raise 
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us out of the graves of defeat, or evil, and 
death itself.

Did you wonder, while taking part in that 
drama, why you were personally made 
to participate in it? Why you were not 
permitted to sit as a spectator? You were 
made to participate in order to impress 
upon you that it was your drama, not 
another’s, there being exemplified. No man 
can be a mere spectator of that drama, 
because it takes place in his own soul. 
Likewise because it was intended that your 
participation should itself be an experience 
to prepare you for becoming a Master 
Mason, by teaching you the secret of a 
Master Mason, which is, that the soul must 
rise above its own internal enemies if ever a 
man is to be a Mason in reality as well as in 
name. The reality of being a Master Mason 
is nothing other than to be the Master of 
one’s self.

Did you wonder why it was that the three 
enemies of HA came from his own circle and 
not from outside? It is because the enemies 
to be most feared by the soul are always 
from within, and are nothing other than its 
own ignorance, lust, passions and sins. As 
the Volume of the Sacred Law reminds us, it 
is not that which has power to kill the body 

that we need most to shun, but that which 
has power to destroy the spirit. 

Did you wonder why it was that, after HA 
was slain, there was so much confusion 
in the Temple. It was because the Temple 
is the symbol of a man’s character, and 
therefore breaks and falls when the soul, its 
architect, is rendered helpless. Because the 
Craftsmen are symbols of our powers and 
faculties and they fall into anarchy when 
not directed and commanded by the will at 
the center of our being.

And did you wonder why the Lodge appeared 
to neglect to explain this ritualistic drama 
to you at the end of the Degree? It was 
because it is impossible for one man to 
explain the Tragedy of HA to another. Each 
must learn it for himself; and the most we 
can obtain from others is just such hints 
and scattered suggestions as these I have 
given you. Print the story of HA indelibly 
upon your mind; ponder upon it; when you 
yourself are at grips with your enemies 
recall it and act according to the light you 
find in it. By so doing you will find that your 
inner self will give in the form of first-hand 
experience that which the drama gave you 
in the form of ritual. You will be wiser and 
stronger for having the guidance and the 
light the drama can give you.

By the late Brother George Draffen of 
Newington

[This is a philosophical examination of one of 
our most important rituals and we swithered 
about posting it but as it ‘gives nothing away’ 
we think that it might benefit the Brethren who 
take the time to read and digest this pretty deep 
piece - Ed.]
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B r o t h e r s
T h r o u g h  t h e  A g e s

Benjamin Franklin
1706-1790

Benjamin Franklin was born on January 17th, 1706 in Boston, 
Massachusetts. Franklin’s parents wanted him to join the clergy, 
although they only had enough money to send him to school for 
two years. He attended the Boston Latin School, although he never 
graduated. From the age of 10, Franklin was essentially self educated. 
At the age of 12 he took an apprenticeship with his older brother 
who was a printer. Despite his lack of formal education, Franklin 
would dedicate himself to educating himself and others.

Although Franklin wrote a variety of things, his most famous is his 
Poor Richard’s Almanac. The almanac included witty gems such 
as “Fish and visitors stink in three days” and the often misquoted 
“A penny saved is twopence dear.” Daylight Savings Time is often 
attributed to Franklin, although this is something of a myth and is 
based on a satirical publication by Franklin.

Franklin was fascinated with the natural sciences and often was 
involved in experiments. His experiments with lightning led to the 
creation of the Lightning Rod, although in Europe it was banned 

“Masonic labor is purely a labor of 
love. He who seeks to draw Masonic 
wages in gold and silver will be 
disappointed. The wages of a Mason 
are in the dealings with one another; 
sympathy begets sympathy, kindness 
begets kindness, helpfulness begets 
helpfulness, and these are the wages of 
a Mason.”

Above: Franklin in Masonic regalia. 
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for many years as the church declared it 
was not possible to control the elements of 
nature and it was sacrilege to try. Franklin 
also worked in the fields of Meteorology, he 
conducted experiments with cooling and 
evaporation, Oceanography, Music and a 
variety of other disciplines.

Franklin also worked in the area of Civil 
Service. He formed one of the first volunteer 
fire departments in America and he was the 
Post Maser of Philadelphia. He helped form 
places of higher learning, as well as libraries 
around the American colonies.

Franklin entered the political arena as 
the American colonies drew closer to the 
Revolutionary War. He was a delegate to the 
Second Continental Congress and was on 
the Committee that drafted the Declaration 
of Independence. He made “small but 
important” additions to the document that 
Thomas Jefferson sent him. He famously 
said in response to John Hancock, who had 
said that they must all hang together, “Yes, 
we must, indeed, all hang together, or most 
assuredly we shall all hang separately.”

Through out Franklin’s life he was proponent 
of Freedom of Speech. He recognized that 
the open exchange of ideas and philosophies 
was critical to any Free Society. Franklin 
spent much of the Revolutionary War 
in Europe trying to gain support for the 
American cause.

Franklin was a member of St. Johns Lodge 
in Philadelphia. He was initiated in 1731. 
Shortly after he famously reprinted 
Anderson’s Constitutions. That same year, in 
1734, he became the Grand Master of Masons 
in Pennsylvania.

Franklin passed away on April 17th, 1790.
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S p e c i a l 
A n n o u n c e m e n t s

A Past Master wished to remind all the Brothers that 
taking pictures while a Lodge is open or during degree 
work is not in line with our obligations. Posting these 
pictures to social media is to be avoided.

Pictures once the Lodge is closed are fine, as are pictures 
of Brothers in regalia after degrees or events. But please 
respect our solemn oaths and do not use your phones 
to record during Lodge. Thank you, your dedication to 
protecting our Craft is much appreciated. 

P h o t o s  i n  L o d g e

Brothers this is a friendly reminder that in order to be 
considered in good standing you must have paid your 
yearly dues for 2019. 

Your dues are vitally important to your Lodge and 
necessary for it to continue to function, survive and 
thrive. Without each ant every one of our members our 
Lodge simply can’t live up to it’s true potential.

If you have the means, please pay your 2019 dues as soon as 
you are able. Family always comes first. But your Mother 
Lodge needs you Brothers. Thank you for all for your 
continued support. 

I n  G o o d  S ta n d i n g 

N o t e  f r o m  t h e  E d i t o r
Thank you to all the Brothers who reached out to me with 
comments and kind words regarding the new Trestleboard 
layout and content. I appreciate your input and aim to 
continue improving this publication. 

If there is something you would like to see included or 
mentioned in the Trestleboard please just let me know. 
Feel free to reach out to me with questions or comments 
at masoniclodge55@gmail.com

 I have spoken to a few Brothers about including something 
they have written personally, and I look forward to 
incorporating more content produced by Brothers of our 
own Lodge. If you write or create visual art of any kind 
that relates to Freemasonry, let me know and let’s share it 
with the Brethren.

Thank you Brothers, and have a wonderful month!
Fraternally,
Michael T. Patrick
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C o n f e r r a l  o f 
D e g r e e s

On Friday April 5th, 2019, Brother 
Donovan Root was Raised to the 
Sublime Degree of Master Mason. 
He has established himself as a 
man of patience, character and 
good report. Suisun Lodge No. 55 is 
honored to count Brother Donovan 
among its members.

Congratulations to Brother 
Donovan Root and much thanks 
to all the Brothers who took part 
in this Degree.  Also thanks to the  
wives who assisted with the feast 
and clean up.

And a special thanks to all the 
members of Prince Hall Stanley 
Y. Beverley Lodge No. 108 who 
attended this degree. 

M a s t e r  M a s o n  D e g r e e

We would like to acknowledge and 
congratulate Brother Cameron Williams 
for taking his next step forward in 
Freemasonry. 

On Saturday April 27th Brother Williams 
received the Cryptic Council Degrees at 
Eureka Masonic Lodge No.16. 

Here we see him with the former Grand 
Master, MW John L. Cooper III.

C ry p t i c  c o u n c i l 

D e g r e e s
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E v e n t s  i n 
M ay, 2 0 1 9

This months Stated Meeting will be held on Tuesday May 
14th Dinner will start at 6:30, Lodge will begin promptly at 
8:00pm.  Please be sure to sign the Register. If you have the 
means, a $10 donation for dinner is much appreciated. 

If you have not been out to Lodge in a while we want to invite 
you to come enjoy some fellowship with your fraternity. Your 
Brothers miss your presence in Lodge and hope to see you 
again soon.

S tat e d  M e e t i n g

O f f i c e r s  s c h o o l
This months Officer’s School of Instruction will be held on 
May 21st, 2019 at Yount Lodge No. 12. We will be covering 
the Fellow Craft Degree. 

If you are unable to attend please call, text or email our 
Inspector Worshipful Ken Miller at (707) 326-5580 or 
kenmiller4d@yahoo.com. 

Stated 
Meeting

Lodge
Maintenance

OSI

MS Charity 
Walk
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I n  S e r v i c e  o f 
M a s o n ry

A sincere thank you to our Brothers who have 
dedicated their time and effort recently to beautifying 
our Lodge. We were able to get a lot of yard work 
done in April. The front lawn was knocked down 
and mowed, as well as a great deal of weed eating, 
sweeping and trash pick up done around the Lodge. It 
looks a lot better.

There has been a fire lit in the hearts of many of our 
Brothers to make some changes around our Lodge. 
There are topics up for discussion such as replacing 
the floor in the ladies room, painting the dining hall 
and organizing the attic and preparation room. 

Let us continue to stoke this fire and look for new ways 
that each of us can contribute to making our Lodge 
more beautiful, successful and a proud representation 
of our Masonic fraternity.  The responsibility belongs 
to all of us.

Our next scheduled work morning will be the third 
Saturday in May on the 18th. Meet for breakfast and 
fellowship at 7am at IHOP, or meet at the Lodge at 
8am. We will put in a quick 3 hours and call it good.
 
Hope to see you all on Saturday May 18th.

L o d g e  M a i n t e n a n c e 

M S  C h a r i t y  Wa l k  s e t- u p
In May our Lodge is volunteering to help with the Solano County 
Multiple Sclerosis charity walk. This is our second year volunteering 
at this  great event. 

Walk MS is a charity walk series that takes place in over 400 locations 
with more than 330,000 people participating annually. They have 
been walking since 1988 and to date have raised more than $920 
million to drive groundbreaking research, provide life-changing 
programs and guarantee a supportive community for those who 
need it most.

Brothers who would like to participate should arrive at the Suisun 
City waterfront district, across the street from the Prince Hall Lodge 
at 6am. We will be helping set up tables, tents and decorations. 
Afterwards we will go enjoy a nice breakfast. Later in the day we will 
return to help tear down the event if needed from 12pm to 1pm. 

Come out and support a great charity with your Brothers. Wear 
Masonic regalia to represent our proud  fraternity. See you out there! 
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F u t u r e 
E v e n t s
G o l f  T o u r n a m e n t

Our annual fund raising Golf Tournament will be held 
Saturday, July 13th at the Paradise Valley Golf Club in 
Fairfield, CA. 

You can find an application Online at our website www.
suisunlodgeno55.com. Please contact event Chairman Bro. 
Henry Estela at (707) 631-7120 or henrest46@yahoo.com if 
you have any questions. Deadline for entry and sponsorship 
is July 5th, 2019. 

Thanks to all our Brothers who are already working hard on 
making this years Tournament the most successful yet. 

L o d g e  Fa m i ly  D i n n e r

Our annual Lodge Family Dinner will be held on Saturday 
August 4th. This is a wonderful opportunity to invite all of 
our family and friends to come visit our Lodge. 

More details will be announced as we get closer to this event. 
Mark your calendars, and consider asking any friends or 
family you would like to attend in advance. 

Looking forward to feasting with all my Brothers and the 
people who mean the most to them.

Ta b l e  L o d g e  D i n n e r
Our Junior Warden Brother Cameron Williams has taken the 
initiative to organize a formal traditional Masonic dinner for 
our Lodge. We will be celebrating the Ceremony of the Seven 
Toasts. 

This event is only for Brothers in good standing and their 
wives. Stay tuned for more details as plans develop.

Much thanks to Brother Williams for his initiative and zeal in 
planning and coordinating this special event.
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2 0 1 9  O f f i c e r s  L i s t

Edgar Bajada
Worshipful Master

Rey Acosta
Senior warden

Cameron Williams
Junior Warden

Czar salcedo
treasurer

Robert barrett
secretary

Robert Acosta
senior deacon

Wally Calisa
junior deacon

david gelineau
chaplain

chris serviss
senior steward

Jun Gorospe
Junior steward

sunny dalan
marshal

michael T. patrick
tyler
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B r o t h e r s  i n  B u s i n e s s
Greetings Brothers! I still need your business cards if you would like to have listed. Email your card to me at 
 masoniclodge55@gmail.com and I will include it here. Or just hand them to me in Lodge. Thank you! 


