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F r o m  t h e 
E a s t
A few words to the Brethren 
from our Worshipful Master 
Edgar T. Bajada

Greetings from the East Brethren,

December marks the end of our Masonic 
year. This being the end of my tenure as 
Master of Suisun Lodge, I would like to 
give a heartfelt thank you to all Brethren 
and Officers of 2019 Suisun Lodge #55 
for making this year a success! 

I am looking forward to the 2020 Masonic 
year which will be led by Worshipful 
elected Brother Ray Acosta and his 
core Officers. Next year, we will be busy 
because of many good men knocking at 
our door, two second degrees and three 
first degrees. 

That being said, please read through and 
make every effort to attend and help out 
in our large events as you can because 
your effort  will create stronger bonds 
between the members of this Lodge. 

Fraternally, 

Worshipful Master Edgar T. Bajada
Suisun Lodge No. 55
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This month we explore the 
symbolism of the Worshipful 
Masters Hat.

Masonic hats worn by the Master of the 
Lodge signify his authority of his rank and 
status...the origins of which go back over 
many centuries.

The wearing of a hat by the Worshipful 
Master alludes to the crown that adorned 
the head of King Solomon.

Albert Mackey, Masonic researcher and 
historian had this to say about Masonic 
hats in his Revised Encyclopedia of 
Freemasonry, 1929:

“To uncover the head in the presence of 
their superiors has been, among Christian 
nations, held as a dutiful obligation.

Among Eastern nations, it is their custom 
to uncover their feet when they enter a 
place of worship.”

Kings:
Historically, Kings wore crowns to denote 
their rank, while the courtiers standing 
around him removed their hats in deference 
to his superior status.

Ancient Romans: 
We are told that the ancient Romans prayed 

with their head covered or veiled. 

The woolen cap, called a pileus, was allowed 
to be worn only by the free-by-birth or 
manumission (papers with which one is 
formally released from slavery), but it was 
forbidden for Roman slaves to wear this 
cap.

House of Commons - London: 
Historically, it was customary that a member 
of the English Parliament, London’s House 
of Commons, wear a hat when he addressed 
the membership of the House.  If he were to 
have risen to speak without his hat, other 
members would greet him with cries of 
“Order, Order”!

France:
In France, it was the custom of monks at the 
Sorbonne, (previously called the University 
of Paris which was founded in 1257 by 
Robert de Sorbon) to remove their cap when 
a member did not wish to speak or was in 
token of agreement with the others.

(End of Mackey quote from Mackey’s 
Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, 1929)

E m b l e m s  o f 
t h e  C r a f t
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Today, Masonic hats are worn, ceremonially, 
in the United States during the time when 
the Lodge is in session.  Some Grand Lodges 
require that the hat be constructed with 
a brim.  Others simply decree that the 
Worshipful Master remains covered at all 
times. In different jurisdictions around the 
world, it is also common to see many different 
styles of Masonic hats.

Does the Worshipful Master have to wear a 
Masonic hat?

Masonic hats are the privilege of the Master 
of the Lodge, and only his.  To remain with 
his head covered to signify that his is the 
position to which the greatest respect should 
be paid.  If in doubt, however, contact your 
Grand Lodge for more information about your 
specific jurisdiction.

The Worshipful Master of a Lodge holds the 
most honored, prestigious and sacredly held 
chair of office during his term.

The Worshipful Master’s position (not the 
man, himself) is one of the 3 Lesser Lights

The 3 Lesser Lights of a Lodge are the Sun, the 
Moon and the Worshipful Master.

As the highest ranking officer within the 
lodge, it is the duty of the man holding this 
office to preserve the solemnity and respect 
of this ancient and historic position, 
symbolic of his duties as one of the Lesser 
Lights.

While Masonic hats differ within 
jurisdictions around the world, Masonic 
hats are a visible symbol of the Master’s 
authority, and as such, should reflect a 
respectful, classic or traditional style.

Masonic Hat Styles

There are numerous styles of Masonic hats 
are worn by the Worshipful Masters in 
different areas of the United States and in 
various jurisdictions around the world.

There are satin top hats, the satin 
collapsible folding top hat, felt top hats, 
men’s fedora hats, derbies, bowlers, and 
many more.  Other jurisdictions around the 
world wear different varieties of Masonic 
hats, caps and tams.  
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Many Prince Hall Affiliated Freemasons 
wear a white top hat, black top hat or white 
fedora hats.

While most Freemasons are aware that 
ritual and a few officer duties and Masonic 
symbols vary somewhat around the 
world;...”From many, one;...and from one, 
many.” 

...A brotherhood of many, ...who speak 
different languages, who reside possibly 
half a world away...who each wear different 
hats...come together as one....within the 
brotherhood of Freemasonry.



the viewpoint of the Whig Party in a politically volatile and 
divided Arkansas in December 1832. After marrying Mary 
Ann Hamilton in 1834, he purchased the newspaper.

He was the first reporter for the Arkansas Supreme Court. He 
wrote a book (published anonymously), titled The Arkansas 
Form Book, which was a guidebook for lawyers. Pike began 
to study law and was admitted to the bar in 1837, selling the 
Advocate the same year.

When the Mexican–American War started, Pike joined 
the Regiment of Arkansas Mounted Volunteers (a cavalry 
regiment) and was commissioned as a troop commander 
with the rank of captain in June 1846. With his regiment, he 
fought in the Battle of Buena Vista. 

Pike was discharged in June 1847. He and his commander, 
Colonel John Selden Roane, had several differences of 
opinion. This situation led finally to an “inconclusive” duel 
between Pike and Roane on July 29, 1847, near Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. Although several shots were fired in the duel, 
nobody was injured, and the two were persuaded by their 
seconds to discontinue it.

At the Southern Commercial Convention of 1854, Pike said 
the South should remain in the Union and seek equality with 
the North, but if the South “were forced into an inferior 
status, she would be better out of the Union than in it.” His 
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B R O T H E R S
T H R O U G H  T H E  A G E S

Albert Pike
1809-1891

Albert Pike (December 29, 1809 – April 2, 1891) was an 
American author, poet, orator, jurist and prominent 
member of the Freemasons. He was also a senior officer of 
the Confederate States Army who commanded the District 
of Indian Territory in the Trans-Mississippi Theater of the 
American Civil War.

Albert Pike was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on December 
29, 1809, the son of Benjamin and Sarah (Andrews) Pike, 
and spent his childhood in Byfield and Newburyport, 
Massachusetts. His colonial ancestors settled the area in 
1635, and included John Pike (1613–1688/1689), the founder of 
Woodbridge, New Jersey.

He attended school in Newburyport and Framingham until he 
was 15. In August 1825, he passed entrance exams at Harvard 
University, though when the college requested payment of 
tuition fees for the first two years, he chose not to attend. 
He began a program of self-education, later becoming a 
schoolteacher in Gloucester, North Bedford, Fairhaven and 
Newburyport.

Pike was an imposing figure; six feet tall and 300 pounds 
with hair that reached his shoulders and a long beard.  In 
1831, he left Massachusetts to travel west, first stopping in 
Nashville, Tennessee and later moving to St. Louis, Missouri.

Settling in Arkansas in 1833, Pike taught in a school and wrote 
a series of articles for the Little Rock Arkansas Advocate 
under the pen name of “Casca. The articles were sufficiently 
well received for him to be asked to join the newspaper’s 
staff. Under Pike’s administration, the Advocate promoted 



stand was that state’s rights superseded national law and 
he supported the idea of a Southern secession. This stand is 
made clear in his pamphlet of 1861, “State or Province, Bond 
or Free?”

American Civil War

In 1861, Pike penned the lyrics to “Dixie to Arms!” At the 
beginning of the war, Pike was appointed as Confederate 
envoy to the Native Americans. In this capacity he negotiated 
several treaties, one of the most important being with 
Cherokee chief John Ross, which was concluded in 1861. At 
the time, Ross agreed to support the Confederacy, which 
promised the tribes a Native American state if it won the war. 
Ross later changed his mind and left Indian Territory, but the 
succeeding Cherokee government maintained the alliance.

Pike was commissioned as a brigadier general on November 
22, 1861, and given a command in the Indian Territory. 
With Gen. Ben McCulloch, Pike trained three Confederate 
regiments of Indian cavalry, most of whom belonged to 
the “civilized tribes”, whose loyalty to the Confederacy 
was variable. Although initially victorious at the Battle of 
Pea Ridge (Elkhorn Tavern) in March 1862, Pike’s unit was 
defeated later in a counterattack, after falling into disarray. 

When Pike was ordered in May 1862 to send troops to 
Arkansas, he resigned in protest. As in the previous war, Pike 

came into conflict with his superior officers, at one time 
drafting a letter to Jefferson Davis complaining about his 
direct superior.

After Pea Ridge, Pike was faced with charges that his Native 
American troops had scalped soldiers in the field. Maj. Gen. 
Thomas C. Hindman also charged Pike with mishandling of 
money and material, ordering his arrest. Both these charges 
were later found to be considerably lacking in evidence; 
nevertheless Pike, facing arrest, escaped into the hills of 
Arkansas, sending his resignation from the Confederate 
States Army on July 12.  He was at length arrested on 
November 3 under charges of insubordination and treason, 
and held briefly in Warren, Texas. His resignation was 
accepted on November 11, and he was allowed to return to 
Arkansas.

Freemasonry

Pike first joined the fraternal Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows in 1840. He next joined a Masonic Lodge, where he 
became extremely active in the affairs of the organization. 
In 1859 he was elected Sovereign Grand Commander of the 
Scottish Rite’s Southern Jurisdiction. He remained Sovereign 
Grand Commander for the remainder of his life (a total of 
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thirty-two years), devoting a large amount of his time to 
developing the rituals of the order. Notably, he published a 
book called Morals and Dogma of the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry in 1871, of which there were 
several subsequent editions. This helped the order grow during 
the nineteenth century. He also researched and wrote the 
seminal treatise Indo-Aryan Deities and Worship as Contained 
in the Rig-Veda.

In America, Pike is still considered an eminent and influential 
Freemason, primarily in the Scottish Rite Southern Jurisdiction.

Death and Legacy

Pike died on April 2, 1891 in Washington, D.C. at the age of 81, 
and was buried at Oak Hill Cemetery. Burial was against his 
wishes; he had left instructions for his body to be cremated. 
In 1944, his remains were moved to the House of the Temple, 
headquarters of the Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish 
Rite. A memorial to Pike is located in the Judiciary Square 
neighborhood of Washington, D.C. He is the only Confederate 
military officer with an outdoor statue in Washington, D.C., 
and in 2019 Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton called for it to be 
removed.

The Albert Pike Memorial Temple is an historic Masonic lodge 
in Little Rock, Arkansas; the structure is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.
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E v e n t s  i n 
D E C, 2 0 1 9

This months Stated Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
December 10th.

Lodge will begin promptly at 8:00pm.  Dinner at 6:30pm. 
Please be sure to sign the Register. 

We hope you will come out and join your Brothers in Lodge 
this December.

S tat e d  M e e t i n g
O f f i c e r s  s c h o o l
This months School of Instruction will be held on Tuesday 
December 17th, at Suisun Lodge No. 55 in Fairfield.

Refreshments at 6:30, Calendars at 7:00, Instruction 7:30 
to 9:00pm

We will be focusing on Masonic Funeral Service 
Certification. 

Stated 
Meeting

SOI

Christmas
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I n  S e r v i c e  o f 
M a s o n ry

A  N o t e  f r o m  t h e  E d i t o r 
My Brethren,

As many of you know I have recently relocated my family from Suisun City to the Sacramento area. We are currently renting in 
Rancho Cordova and looking for a new home to purchase, mostly likely in Elk Grove.

While I plan to continue affiliating with Suisun Lodge No 55, this relocation puts me far away from my Mother Lodge. The distance 
and traffic place me roughly 1.5 hours away, which will be prohibitive when it comes to attending meetings and events. 

I will attempt to stop in from time to time, however, I will not be as consistently present as I have been for the past two years. This 
is simply a factor of distance and has nothing to do with my love or loyalty to my Brothers.

I want to sincerely thank all of you men who have played such an important role in my Masonic journey, brining me in to your 
Lodge, performing my Initiations and allowing me to serve as an Officer.  I have been deeply honored to serve Suisun Lodge as 
your Tyler as well as your Trestleboard Editor. 

As I will not be as regularly present to keep tabs on Lodge events and take pictures, I will be stepping down as your Trestleboard 
Editor for next year. It makes little sense to have someone who is not consistently active and involved writing articles on Lodge 
happenings and  keeping the monthly calendar. I am committed to producing this Trestleboard through the end of 2019, but this 
will be my last issue as your Editor.

I thank you all for all your  fellowship and support. You are all my Brothers, no matter where I reside. I have full faith that Suisun 
Lodge No. 55 will continue to grow, thrive and flourish. Much love and my very best to all my Brethren!

Fraternally,
Bro. Michael Todd Patrick
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2 0 1 9  O f f i c e r s  L i s t

Edgar Bajada
Worshipful Master

Rey Acosta
Senior warden

Cameron Williams
Junior Warden

Czar salcedo
treasurer

TBA
secretary

Robert Acosta
senior deacon

Wally Calisa
junior deacon

david gelineau
chaplain

chris serviss
senior steward

Jun Gorospe
Junior steward

sunny dalan
marshal

michael T. patrick
tyler


